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Hartsfield-Jackson Become First American Airport to Obtain ISO 
Sustainability Certification  

ATLANTA – Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) officials announced today 
that the Airport is the first in the United States to receive ISO 50001:2001 accreditation. The 
award, given in December by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), an 
independent, non-governmental organization, validates ATL’s Energy Management System 
and recognizes that the system meets the organization’s requirements.  

“Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport continues to be a national and international 
leader. Achievements like this demonstrate our commitment to sustainability and to 
excellence,” said Mayor Kasim Reed. “Hartsfield-Jackson became the first airport in the world 
to reach the milestone of 100 million passengers in 2015, and has now become the first 
airport in the country to earn ISO sustainability certification. I congratulate everyone involved 
in earning this designation.”  

ATL embarked on a comprehensive audit of energy usage at the entire facility, and then 
began the process of implementing recommendations obtained through the audit. The ISO 
certification determined that key components of the energy management system are present 
and functioning. Those components include the involvement of top management, facility-wide 
training, procurement, design, operations and maintenance divisions with the Department of 
Aviation.  

“Hartsfield-Jackson has long been known as the world’s most traveled and most efficient 
airport,” said Airport General Manager Miguel Southwell. “This certification puts us one step 
closer to our next substantial goal - becoming the world’s most sustainable airport.”  

“Achieving this level of ISO accreditation is a critical step towards Atlanta’s goal of becoming a 
top-tier sustainable city,” said Stephanie Stuckey Benfield, Director of the Mayor’s Office of 
Sustainability. “This builds on several recent sustainability milestones we’ve reached with 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, including retrofitting the airport with LED 
lighting and moving forward with an energy and water efficiency audit of airport facilities as 
part of our energy savings performance contracting program.”  

Initial studies of systems that have obtained ISO 50001 certification show energy costs 
savings of between 8 percent and 33 percent. The U.S. Department of Energy says energy 
costs can be reduced by as much as ten percent within 19 months of achieving ISO 50001 
certification.  



###  

For more information on the International Organization for Standardization:  
www.iso.org/iso/home.htm  

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 
Hartsfield-Jackson (ATL) is the world’s busiest and most efficient airport, serving more than 
96.1 million passengers annually with nonstop service to more than 150 U.S. destinations and 
nearly 70 international destinations in more than 45 countries. ATL boasts a direct economic 
impact of $34.8 billion in metro Atlanta and a total direct economic impact of $70.9 billion in 
Georgia. The Airport is the largest employer in Georgia, with more than 63,000 employees. 
The Airport is a frequent recipient of awards of excellence for concessions, operations, 
architectural engineering and construction – including the 2013 Global Efficiency Excellence 
Award from the Air Transport Research Society, 2013 Project of the Year, Architectural 
Category for the Maynard H. Jackson Jr. International Terminal from the American 
Association of Airport Executives Southeast chapter and the 2012 Best Airport in North 
America, Business Travel Award from the Business Traveler Magazine. ATL has completed 
more than $6 billion worth of capital improvements, including a new, energy-efficient rental car 
center, a gold LEED-certified international terminal and aesthetic and functional upgrades to 
its concourses, people movers and parking services. For more information, go to www.atlanta-
airport.com. Check out the Airport’s YouTube channel by visiting 
www.youtube.com/AtlantaHartsfield, follow us on Twitter (@Atlanta_Airport) and become a 
fan on Facebook (Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport).  

NOTE TO NEWS EDITORS  
For HD broadcast quality b-roll of airport operations, events and generic interior/exterior shots, 
click here to view our ATL Video Newsroom: vimeo.com/atlairport/channels .  
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