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Multi-Billion Dollar Capital Plan and Strategic Priorities for  

Hartsfield-Jackson Unveiled at Sold-Out Inaugural State of the Airport 
Overview of successes from 2015 and plans for the 20-year capital plan, ATLNext, revealed to 

nearly 900 attendees; Delta Air Lines and Ambassador Andrew Young recognized for global 

leadership; Airport GM pushes for new air service to China, India and Israel 

(ATLANTA) – Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed and Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL) 

General Manager Miguel Southwell unveiled specific details today of the Airport’s $6 billion, 20-year 

capital plan at the inaugural State of the Airport luncheon. Additionally, Southwell detailed the Airport’s 

long-term strategic priorities to the sold-out crowd of nearly 900 attendees.  The Metro Atlanta Chamber 

and World Trade Center Atlanta hosted the event; Delta Air Lines was this year’s presenting sponsor.  

 

“As the dominant economic generator for the region, the world’s most traveled and most efficient airport 

continues to attract jobs and spur growth for metro Atlanta and beyond,” said Mayor Reed. “With the new 

capital plan, our long-term success is assured. Like the City of Atlanta, the state of our airport is 

ascendant.” 

 

The capital plan, named ATLNext, will ensure Hartsfield-Jackson maintains its position as one of the 

most important airports in the world.  For the first time, renderings and animations of substantial 

improvements planned for the Domestic Terminal’s atrium and the exterior of the Domestic Terminal 

were unveiled. In addition to these improvements, the Airport plans to construct a new sixth runway, new 

cargo structures, a new 400-room hotel with travel plaza and a new concourse. Investment in ATL is 

expected to top $6 billion, with nearly $1 billion to be spent in 2017 alone. 

 

During his remarks, Southwell outlined six strategic priorities for the Airport’s long-term growth. These 

priorities are Safety and Security, Financial Viability, Economic Generation, Environmental Stewardship, 

Employees and Customer Service. Southwell pushed for new air service to China, India and other fast-

growing economies. He also urged to restore service to Israel. 

 

“We have had tremendous growth over the last year, and with our new capital plan, the next 20 years are 

only going to be more impressive,” Southwell said. “Not only will these projects be transformational for 
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the Airport, but they will enable the needed expansion to accommodate the growing demand we have at 

Hartsfield-Jackson.” 

 

Richard Quest, CNN anchor/aviation correspondent, served as the emcee for the event. Quest is the 

established veteran journalist who has interviewed all major airline executives over his career. 

 

During the luncheon, Ambassador Andrew Young received the Global Leader Award for his decades of 

civic and philanthropic work, and for helping to expand international routes from Atlanta to developing 

markets around the globe. Delta Air Lines received the Global Corporate Leader Award for its 

exceptional strides in advancing Atlanta’s global prominence. 

 

“The airport’s capital improvement program represents a significant boost to the region’s economy and 

will facilitate even greater global connections for our region,” said Hala Moddelmog, Metro Atlanta 

Chamber president and CEO. “The airport is a strategic asset in attracting new companies to the region 

and growing our region’s economy.” 

 

Boasting a direct economic impact of $34.8 billion in metro Atlanta, a total direct economic impact of 

$70.9 billion in Georgia and supporting more than 440,000 jobs in the region, ATL is one of the state’s 

most critical assets. 

 

“Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is a global icon in international travel,” said Craig 

Lesser, World Trade Center Atlanta chairman. “The Atlanta airport is one of the driving reasons that 

companies from around the world choose Atlanta as a launching pad for their business and trade 

activities.” 

 

Media notes: 

For video of today’s released exterior animation/canopy, click here: 

https://vimeo.com/158471759/0cddf00bc9  

For hi-res images of the newly released renderings, click here:  

https://www.hightail.com/download/ZWJVbGtETStWRDhQWWNUQw  

or contact media@atlanta-airport.com  

Below is a breakdown of major components of ATLNext, the implementation arm of the capital plan: 

Major projects in Hartsfield-Jackson’s capital improvement program 

Airport terminal 

 Terminal modernization, now-2018, $393 million 

 Concourse T extension, 2016-2021, $200 million 

 Plane Train people-mover turnback relocation, 2016-2027, $307 million 

 Concourse G, 2016-2023, $983 million 

 Concourse D gate area expansion, 2019-2025, $50 million 

Parking 
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 ATL West parking deck next to Georgia International Convention Center, 2016-2017, 

$150 million 

 Sullivan Road Park-Ride Lot, 2016-2018, $7.6 million 

 Domestic garage enabling work, 2016-2021, $100 million 

 South garage teardown and replacement, 2021-2024, $420 million 

 North garage teardown and replacement, 2024-2027, $245 million 

Hotel 

 Hotel, travel plaza, mixed-use commercial complex, 2016-2018, $500 million 

Airfield 

 Taxiway/runway pavement replacement, 2016-2017, $24 million 

 End-around taxiway, 2017-2021, $58 million 

 Runway pavement replacement, 2021-2023, $35 million 

 Other airfield renewal/replacement, 2016-2035, $310 million 

 Sixth runway, 2023-2034, $943 million 

Cargo 

 Cargo building C, 2012-2017, $26 million 

 Cargo buildings 2A/2B, 2015-2018, $157 million 

 Cargo building 1, 2017-2021, $22 million 

Support facilities 

 Fire station, 2016-2017, $16.4 million 

 Building renewal/replacement, 2016-2035, $91 million 

 Airport maintenance complex consolidation, 2022-2027, $37 million 
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Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport 

Hartsfield-Jackson (ATL) is the world’s busiest and most efficient airport, serving more than 101 million passengers 

annually with nonstop service to more than 150 U.S. destinations and nearly 70 international destinations in more 

than 45 countries. ATL boasts a direct economic impact of $34.8 billion in metro Atlanta and a total direct economic 

impact of $70.9 billion in Georgia. The Airport is the largest employer in Georgia, with more than 63,000 

employees. The Airport is a frequent recipient of awards of excellence for concessions, operations, architectural 

engineering and construction – including the 2013 Global Efficiency Excellence Award from the Air Transport 

Research Society, 2013 Project of the Year, Architectural Category for the Maynard H. Jackson Jr. International 

Terminal from the American Association of Airport Executives Southeast chapter and the 2012 Best Airport in 

North America, Business Travel Award from the Business Traveler Magazine. ATL has completed more than $6 

billion worth of capital improvements, including a new, energy-efficient rental car center, a gold LEED-certified 

international terminal and aesthetic and functional upgrades to its concourses, people movers and parking services. 

For more information, go to www.atlanta-airport.com. Check out the Airport’s YouTube channel by visiting 

http://www.atlanta-airport.com/


www.youtube.com/AtlantaHartsfield, follow us on Twitter (@ATLairport) and become a fan on Facebook 

(Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport). 

 

 

 

NOTE TO NEWS EDITORS 

For HD broadcast quality b-roll of airport operations, events and generic interior/exterior shots, click here to view 

our ATL Video Newsroom: https://vimeo.com/atlairport/channels 
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