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Hartsfield-Jackson Opens New Entrance to Domestic Terminal

Riverdale Road and Airport Boulevard intersection opens Saturday; Roadway construction
nearing completion

ATLANTA - Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport will open a new north-bound entrance
Saturday in the form of a relocated access point from Riverdale Road that will be marked by a 35-foot-tall
monument sign.

“We're excited to open a new entrance for travelers to the world’s busiest and most efficient airport,” said
Aviation General Manger Miguel Southwell. “The Maynard H. Jackson International Terminal has a grand
entryway coming off I-75 and we wanted to be able to provide the same experience for travelers coming
to the domestic terminal, while also improving the safety for motorists.”

The opening of the intersection of Riverdale Road and Airport Boulevard is the final phase of a major
roadway improvement project. As a result of the overall roadway construction project, there are now
enhancements to safety on Airport roadways by eliminating short weaves and merges by adding lanes;
improving sight lines and wayfinding sighage; and increasing the distances between decision points along
the roadways. The improved roadways will also reduce congestion caused by traffic leaving the Airport
from the Rental Car Center and simplify Airport access from Riverdale Road.

The changes, which are scheduled to go into effect around 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 28, include the
permanent closure of the south end of Terminal Parkway, which has been the airport access point for
drivers coming from Riverdale Road. A new span of roadway now connects Terminal Parkway to the
southern end of Airport Boulevard, creating the new permanent access point from Riverdale Road at the
existing signal-controlled intersection. The monument sign will be located at this intersection.

“The entrance feature will be visible to drivers on Riverdale Rd coming from [-85 and should give them
plenty of notice that they’re approaching the Airport entrance,” explains Michael Baker, senior project
manager for the roadway improvements. “Having the Airport entrance at an intersection with a traffic
signal should make entry from Riverdale Rd much safer.”

Entrances to the Airport from 1-85 south at Exit 72, 1-85 north at Exit 71, Loop Rd and Camp Creek Pkwy
will remain the same as they are currently.

The opening of this new entrance constitutes the final route change for the Airport roadway network. After
this, the only major element remaining is the opening of a new third lane on South Terminal Parkway
approaching the curb area at the Domestic Terminal South, which should be completed by mid-April.
Pavement repair and replacement will continue as traffic volume allows over the next couple of months.
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Hartsfield-Jackson (ATL) is the world’s busiest and most efficient airport, serving more than 96.1 million
passengers annually with nonstop service to more than 150 U.S. destinations and nearly 70 international
destinations in more than 45 countries. ATL boasts a direct economic impact of $34.8 billion in metro
Atlanta and a total direct economic impact of $70.9 billion in Georgia. The Airport is the largest employer
in Georgia, with more than 63,000 employees. The Airport is a frequent recipient of awards of excellence
for concessions, operations, architectural engineering and construction — including the 2013 Global
Efficiency Excellence Award from the Air Transport Research Society, 2013 Project of the Year,
Architectural Category for the Maynard H. Jackson Jr. International Terminal from the American
Association of Airport Executives Southeast chapter and the 2012 Best Airport in North America,
Business Travel Award from the Business Traveler Magazine. ATL has completed more than $6 billion
worth of capital improvements, including a new, energy-efficient rental car center, a gold LEED-certified
international terminal and aesthetic and functional upgrades to its concourses, people movers and
parking services. For more information, go to www.atlanta-airport.com. Check out the Airport’s YouTube
channel by visiting www.youtube.com/AtlantaHartsfield, follow us on Twitter (@Atlanta_Airport) and
become a fan on Facebook (Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport).

NOTE TO NEWS EDITORS
For HD broadcast quality b-roll of airport operations, events and generic interior/exterior shots, click here
to view our ATL Video Newsroom: vimeo.com/atlairport/channels .
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